Government bucks back big business 


A wealthy Texas-based multi-national 
corporation has been handed $1.5 
million by the government in return for a 
promise to create jobs. 

Electronic Data Services, which has an 
annual turn-over of more than $40 
billion, was given the money by Industry 
New Zealand, an organisation set up 
to subsidise companies in order to create jobs. 
The jobs will be in Auckland 
and Wellington, despite Industry New 
Zealand’s claimed intention to create 
jobs in the provinces. 

Economic Development Minister Jim 
Anderton said the company would create 
360 jobs for highly skilled information 
technicians. However, an article in the 
Dominion Post describes the jobs as being a 
mix of call-centre work and software devel¬ 
opment. Industry sources quoted in the 
article describe the latter as “low-level”. 

The deal raised the ire of the National party 
associate commerce spokesperson John Key 
who described it as “corporate welfare”, while 
ACT’s Rodney Hide tried to maintain a pro¬ 


business but anti-government stance by 
criticising the deal, but saying the company 
couldn’t be blamed for taking money if the 
government threw money at it. 

_ Sam Buchanan 


14 Questions! cont.. 


on tne matter to a nait m July 2001/ 9) 
Which country prevented the United Na¬ 
tions from curbing the gun trade at a small 
arms conference in July 2001? 10) Which is 
the only Western country which allows the 
death penaltyto be applied to children? 

11) Which is the only G7 country to have 
refused to sign the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty, 
forbidding the use of landmines? 12) Which 
is the only G7 country to have voted against 
the creation of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) in 1998? 13) Which was the only 
other country to join with Israel in opposing 
a 1987 General Assembly resolution con¬ 
demning international terrorism? 14) Which 
country refuses to fully pay its debts to the 
United Nationsyet reserves its right to veto 
United Nations resolutions? 

ANSWER: The USA!! 


THAT’S THE QUESTION ! 


Last Tuesday on Morning Report Helen Clark 
answered a question put to her two months ago 
— “Who in their right mind believes Iraq is a 
threat to the USA?” Explaining the legalities of 
the United Nations she commented that there 
is no clear danger to the USA from Iraq. That 
being so, another bigger question looms “If not 
for the threat then why is Bush killing Iraqis?” 
Our PM won’t want to go down that line 
because it involves US imperialism , and the 
crisis of US big business. Bush is seeking the 
solution to that crisis in regulating the world 
economy and markets in favour of the USA — 
by trade pacts if possible, through murder as 
an example to others if necessary.. 

This is the chance to raise the consciousness of 
people already perturbed by the war and the 
USA arrogance. Their questioning the divine 
right of Dubya Bush is the key point of depar¬ 
ture from which the realities of modern capi¬ 
talism can be made widely known. 

Now, as never in decades, is the chance for 


progressives to work through the key question 
of “Why?” with people who are asking it — 
working with them , not telling them or hec¬ 
toring them — just being part of the process of 
solution in their minds and ours.. 

As the murder goes on, this seems to be the 
main task above all others and a possible gain 
in a time of aggression and death. 
_JIM DELAHUNTY 

W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy volumes (12 issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more... cheques can be made out to 
Windy) W((i))ndy P.O. Box 6387, 
Wellington 

Windy meets on Wednesdays, 7-8:30pm, 
Peace & Environment centre, 126 Vivian St, 
All are welcome!! 

W((i))ndy is printed on recycled paper 
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Reaction in Oceania against the war 
on Iraq has been both swift and 
massive, with huge 
demonstrations beginning 
only hours after the first 
bombs began to fall. 

In Perth building workers 
walked off construction 
sites, students walked out 
of class, and 1500 people 
rallied in the streets. 11 
people were arrested. 

Brisbane’s first rally on 
Thursday attracted 8000 
people and later 1000 
protesters blocked a main street . 

Meanwhile in Melbourne 30 000 
people attended an emergency anti¬ 
war demo on Thursday afternoon. 

At the end of the demonstration 
around 500 people continued on to 
the US consulate where they lit 
flares and threw paint bombs at the 
building. More than 10 000 union¬ 
ists rallied on Friday day, and there 
was another demo of around 5000 
that evening. 

In Sydney 20 000 marched 
including a small group who threw 
paint on Premier Bob Carr’s vehicle. 
Massive demonstrations are ex¬ 
pected there on Sunday. 

Adelaide protesters rallied at 
Parliament House, blocking traffic, 
while in Hawaii protesters gathered 
at the Federal Building in Honolulu. 


In New Zealand emergency 
response vigils took 
place throughout the 
country, while protest¬ 
ers in Wellington and 
Auckland targeted the 
embassies and consu¬ 
lates of the UK, USA and 
Australia. Protests 
continued on Saturday, 
with 10 thousand 
demonstrators in 
Auckland and 4,000 in 
Wellington. Three 
people were arrested at the US 
embassy in Wellington. 

On Monday the 24th, in Auck¬ 
land, two Christians, a Dominican 
priest and a member of the Catho¬ 
lic Worker movement, made a 
cross with their own blood on the 
floor of the U.S. Consul’s office, 
after reading to him a statement 
decrying the violence used upon 
the people of Iraq. 

Actions will continue to occur as 
long as this illegal war is in place. 
To keep up to date with Wellington 
events/actions etc, check out 
Peace Movement Aotearoa, 
http://www.converge.org.nz/ 
pma/ or Peace Action Wellington 
peacewellington@hotmail.com , 
or just go do your own thing. 

Windyeditors/AIMC 



Coming Activities: 

Every Thursday: vigil for peace, 5pm to 6pm at the Cenotaph to oppose the war. 

March 28: Constant vigil at the US Embassy: See inside for details 
April 5: Anti-war march in the Hutt: See inside for details. 

April 6: Leftwing film Initative: ’In a land of PLenty’ Paramount,1.30pm,$5waged,$2un- 
April 16: w( (i))ndyfilm night @ The Space, 146 Riddiford St, 2 Animal action films and 
‘WoomercPjjmoz^ilmaboutthgrefugee^an^^ 











Bringing it home. 


So it’s official: after all the diplomats’ hot air, 
all the inspectors’ reports, and all the prom¬ 
ises of politicians, the United Nations has 
been unable to stop the latest stage in the 
US’s never-ending War of Terror. Helen 
Clark’s Labour Party claims not to support 
the invasion of Iraq, and to have tried to 
persuade Bush and Blair out of it. In reality, 
this government is contributing to the 
slaughter with its actions in the Middle East 
and at home. Labour has sent an Orion 
airplane and a frigate to the Persian Gulf to 
support the US war for oil in Iraq. Labour 
continues to support the sanctions that have 
killed at least a million Iraqis over the past 
twelve years. Labour lets the US maintain a 
spy base and an air base in this country. 
Labour’s police force is attacking the bodies 
and civil liberties of anti-war protesters. 

So much for the UN and Labour. But it’s not 
all bad news: around the world, workers are 
showing the real way to stop Bush’s war. 
They’re striking, and they’re blockading 
military facilities. In Italy, for instance, 
wharfies have refused to move war materials 
through ports. In Britain and Australia, 
thousands of workers from civil servants to 
train drivers have walked off the job, raising 
the slogan ‘If they won’t stop the war, we’ll 
stop the country’. In Ireland, persistent 
pickets and runway invasions have forced 
the US to stop using Shannon airbase to ferry 
supplies to its armies in the Middle East. 

The lesson for Kiwi workers is clear: work¬ 
ers’ direct action, not appeals to the UN and 
Labour, can stop this war. We need to revive 
the homegrown tradition of direct action 
that saw wharfies strike against nuke ship 
visits, seafarers strike against the apartheid 
Springbok tour of 1981, and anti-war activ¬ 
ists blockade military bases during the 
Vietnam era. To help make this happen, 
DAWA calls for an around the clock picket of 
the US consulate in Auckland, and strike 
action to cut power and water to the consu¬ 
late. Together with the US embassy in 
Wellington and Waihopai, the top secret spy 
base near Blenheim, the consulate forms the 


New Zealand part of the global spying 
network the US uses to pick 
out targets for its War of Terror. 

*for union contributions to the legal fees of 
the 28 anti-war protesters being prosecuted 
on trumped-up charges 

*for a nationwide strike by workers and high 
school and university students centred 
around the demand that the Labour govern¬ 
ment bring home the Orion airplane and the 
frigate Te Kaha 

*for the Council of Trade Unions to follow the 
lead of its overseas counterparts and call an 
emergency conference to coordinate indus¬ 
trial action, pickets and blockades around the 
country. 

Direct Anti-War Action. 


14 Questions! 


1) Which is the only country in the world to 
have dropped bombson over twenty different 
countries since 1945? 2) Which is the only 
country to have used nuclear weapons? 

3) Which country was responsible for a car 
bomb which killed 80 civilians in Beirut in 
1985, in a botched assassination attempt, 
thereby making it the most lethal terrorist 
bombing in modernMiddle East history? 

4) Which country’s illegal bombing of Libya 
in 1986 was describedby the UN Legal 
Committee as a “classic case” of terrorism? 

5) Which country rejected the order of the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) to termi¬ 
nate its “unlawful use of force” against 
Nicaragua in 1986, and then vetoed a UN 
Security Council resolution calling on all 
states to observe international law? 6) Which 
country was accused by a UN-sponsored 
truth commission of providing “direct and 
indirect support” for “acts of genocide” 
against the Mayan Indians in Guatemala 
during the 1980s? 7) Which country unilat¬ 
erally withdrew from the Anti-Ballistic 
Missile(ABM) Treaty in December 2001? 8) 
Which country renounced the efforts to 
negotiate a verificationprocess for the Bio¬ 
logical Weapons Convention and brought 
aninternational conference ... cont on back 


Marae claims sovereignty 


Bruce Stewart is claiming rights under the 
Treaty of Waitangi, backed up by 
United Nations conventions, in 
declaring legal sovereignty of 
the marae he founded in Island 
Bay, Wellington. 

He has informed the Welling¬ 
ton City Council and the Crown 
that “neither they nor any 
other non-marae or non-Maori 
individuals have any entitle- ment to 
determine or interfere with any matters 
within our marae boundaries.” 

A previous zoning change, since reversed, 
was made without consultation and in 
breach of the Treaty principles, says Mr 
Stewart. Recent imposition of “excessive by¬ 
law constraints” have provoked him into 
making this legal case. 

“The reluctance to allow Maori culture to 
be reflected in our architecture...diminishes 
New Zealand’s cultural identity, where in 
other countries such cultural enrichment 
enhances national character,” he says in a 
letter to the council. 

He says that he and marae trustees have 
tried to work with the council for the previ¬ 
ous nine years, but that no progress has been 
made. WCC processes had been culturally 
degrading, exposing the marae and its 
peoples to protracted verbal abuse, and 
negative, incorrect media exposure. “We are 
now further back than when we started.” 

The council had obstructed development, lost 
documents and admitted making mistakes, 
he says. 

The Treaty provided protection of Maori 
rights and property, and promised that 
Maori land would remain under Maori 
control ie tino rangatiratanga. In Article 
Two, Maori were guaranteed full, exclusive 
and undisturbed possession of their lands. 

“The council has accepted the Treaty of 
Waitangi as part of its kaupapa and yet has 
failed to honour it,” he says. Maori accepted 
Crown sovereignty only on condition that 
Maori sovereignty was also maintained, Mr 


Stewart claims. 

Mr Stewart says he accepts the 
need for safe and hygienic 
buildings as outlined in the by¬ 
laws, but he argues for a more 
consultative way of working 
with the council and/or Crown, 
under the partnership princi¬ 
ples of the Treaty. Michael 
Fowler and many other coun¬ 
cillors and officers, even currently, had 
accepted his desire to work on a consultative 
basis. 

“Most of the marae was built while Michael 
Fowler was the chairman of Tapu Te Ranga 
Trust. He supported us because he believed in 
what we were doing. He’s a rangatira.” 

But he says that in the present council, the 
people willing to consult are out-numbered. 
“The local body system needs a major over¬ 
haul in dealing with Maori issues.” Not 
providing adequate protection for the inter¬ 
ests of Maori, as guaranteed under the 
Treaty, is effectively racism, he says. 

United Nations conventions also provide 
protection for the rights of indigenous peo¬ 
ples. Stewart claims that the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide, Article 2C, is relevant in this 
case. It defines genocide as “deliberately 
inflicting on the group conditions of life 
calculated to bring its physical destruction, 
in whole or in part.” 

Bruce Stewart/Heeni Collins 


Coming anti-war actions. 


On Friday the 28th of March, a continual 
vigil will be outside the US embassy. A 
member of Peace Action Wellington said that 
they are call on the Government to ‘eject the 
US ambassador from NZ’ in opposition to the 
the illegal war G Bush has thrust upon Iraq. 
A march on April 5 is being organised in 
lower Hutt. It will start at the Countdown 
supermarkets carpark, and will firstly aim 
for the Hutt’s ACT MAyor who openly 
supports this war, and secondly to the 
residence of the US ambassador. 










Howard’s Free Lunch. 



With near-perfect 
timing, Australia’s 
warmonger prime 
minister John ‘Guns 
for Free Trade’ 

Howard made a brief 
visit to Aotearoa on 
8-10 March. He flew 
to Whenuapai airfield 
in Auckland, opened 
a new Australian 
High Commission 
building and stayed at the 
Sheraton Hotel. About 30 protestors greeted 
his plane; more were at the high 
commission and a big noisy crowd 
demonstrated next day while he breakfasted 
at his hotel. 

His warmest (hottest) welcome however 
was in Wellington, where he visited the war 
memorial and attended a state lunch in his 
honour on Monday 10 March. Greenpeace 
protestors hung a Howard puppet from the 
hand of the huge Gollum dummy on the roof 
of the Embassy cinema. A large group of 
protestors met in Midland Park at 12.30 pm 
and marched to parliament. They were 
joined by a separate march from Victoria 
University of 100 students. The crowd 
reached 1000 people, many banging pots 
and pans, clapping, shouting and otherwise 
making noise to disrupt Howard’s meal. Fog 
at Wellington Airport meant that many 
guests could not make it and there were, 
fittingly, over 50 empty seats at the 
luncheon. 

There was street theatre, with actors 
representing Bush, Blair, Howard and 
Clark, brief speeches and a song. After half 
an hour protestors moved from parliament 
grounds to Bowen Street to get closer to the 
banqueting hall in the Beehive. A crowd of 
three or four hundred kept up a barrage of 
noise for over an hour, clearly audible inside 
the hall. 

Around 2.30 pm most protestors moved 
back to parliament grounds to confront 
Howard as he left. As six limos sped away 


there was an ugly fracas, with disorganised 
police making running arrests in 
Molesworth Street. An Asian diplomat who 
had been at the lunch was knocked down 
and nearly arrested until the police officer 
saw he was wearing a suit. There were five 
arrests, all of people protesting peacefully, if 
vociferously. One was alleged to have 
thrown tomatoes at the motorcade. 

The five protestors appeared in the district 
court on Friday 14 March. One accepted 
diversion. One was charged with 
dishonouring the New Zealand flag, and 
pleaded not guilty with the rest. They will 
appear at a status hearing on 13 May. 

K A Simpson 


Recipe for peace (after Cilia McQueen) 


Take the laughter of children. 

Take the first cry of a baby 
a man’s dying breath. 

Take the time to build bridges 
say hello 
how are you? 
in thirty languages 
welcome your neighbours 
into your home 
learn to make yaprakh 
and shorbat rumman. 

Take care of one another 
smile at strangers 
laugh with children. 

Take advantage of 
sunny weather 
grow tomatoes and kumara 
plant sunflowers 
bike to work 
reclaim the streets. 

Take the laughter of children 
in Aotearoa 
in America 
in Iraq. 

Take a chance 
take a stand 
take peace 
to heart. 


Na Fionnaigh = -: 
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Michael Moore’s letter to Dubya, r/th/03/03 


So today is what you call “the moment of 
truth,” the day that ’’France and the rest of 
world have to show their cards on the 
table.” I’m glad to hear that this day has 
finally arrived. Because, I gotta tell ya, 
having survived 440 days of your lying and 
conniving, I wasn’t sure if I could take much 
more. So I’m glad to hear that today is 
Truth Day, ‘cause I got a few truths I would 
like to share with you: 

There is virtually NO ONE in America 
(talk radio nutters and Fox News aside) who 
is gung-ho to go to war. Trust me on this 
one. Walk out of the White House and on to 
any street in America and try to find five 
people who are PASSIONATE about wanting 
to kill Iraqis. YOU WON’T FIND THEM! Why? 
‘Cause NO Iraqis have ever come here and 
killed any of us! No Iraqi has even threat¬ 
ened to do that. You see, this is how we 
average Americans think: If a certain so- 
and-so is not perceived as a threat to our 
lives, then, believe it or not, we don’t want 
to kill him! Funny how that works! 

The majority of Americans “ the ones who 
never elected you “are not fooled by your 
weapons of mass distraction. We know 
what the real issues are that affect our daily 
lives “ and none of them begin with I or end 
in Q. Here’s what threatens us: two and a 
half million jobs lost since you took office, 
the stock market having become a cruel 
joke, no one knowing if their retirement 
funds are going to be there, gas now costs 
almost two dollars “the list goes on and on. 
Bombing Iraq will not make any of this go 
away. Only you need to go away for things 
to improve. 

As Bill Maher said last week, how bad do 
you have to suck to lose a popularity contest 
with Saddam Hussein? The whole world is 
against you, Mr. Bush. Count your fellow 
Americans among them. 

Of the 535 members of Congress, only ONE 
(Sen. Johnson of South Dakota) has an 
enlisted son or daughter in the armed 
forces! If you really want to stand up for 
America, please send your twin daughters 
over to Kuwait right now and let them don 
their chemical warfare suits. And let’s see 
every member of Congress with a child of 


military age also sacrifice their kids for 
this war effort. What’s that you say? You 
don’t THINK so? Well, hey, guess what “we 
don’t think so either! 

Finally, we love France. Yes, they have 
pulled some royal screw-ups. Yes, some of 
them can be pretty damn annoying. But 
have you forgotten we wouldn’t even have 
this country known as America if it weren’t 
for the French? That it was their help in the 
Revolutionary War that won it for us? That 
our greatest thinkers and founding fathers “ 
Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, etc. “spent 
many years in Paris where they refined the 
concepts that lead to our Declaration of 
Independence and our Constitution? 

That it was France who gave us our Statue 
of Liberty, a Frenchman who built the 
Chevrolet, and a pair of French brothers 
who invented the movies? And now they are 
doing what only a good friend can do “ tell 
you the truth about yourself, straight, no 
b.s. Quit pissing on the French and thank 
them for getting it right for once. You know, 
you really should have traveled more (like 
once) before you took over. Your ignorance 
of the world has not only made you look 
stupid, it has painted you into a corner you 
can’t get out of. 

Well, cheer up “ there IS good news. If you 
do go through with this war, more than 
likely it will be over soon because I’m 
guessing there aren’t a lot of Iraqis willing to 
lay down their lives to protect Saddam 
Hussein. After you “win” the war, you will 
enjoy a huge bump in the popularity polls as 
everyone loves a winner “ and who doesn’t 
like to see a good ass-whoopin’ every 
now and then (especially when it ‘s some 
third world ass!). So try your best to ride 
this victory all the way to next year’s 
election. Of course, that’s still a long ways 
away, so we’ll all get to have a good 
hardy-har-har while we watch the economy 
sink even further down the toilet! 

But, hey, who knows “ maybe you’ll find 
Osama a few days before the election! See, 
start thinking like THAT! Keep hope 
alive! Kill Iraqis “ they got our oil!! 

Michael Moore 


Michael Moore’s letter to Dubya, 17^/03/03 


So today is what you call “the moment of 
truth,” the day that ’’France and the rest of 
world have to show their cards on the 
table.” I’m glad to hear that this day has 
finally arrived. Because, I gotta tell ya, 
having survived 440 days of your lying and 
conniving, I wasn’t sure if I could take much 
more. So I’m glad to hear that today is 
Truth Day, ‘cause I got a few truths I would 
like to share with you: 

There is virtually NO ONE in America 
(talk radio nutters and Fox News aside) who 
is gung-ho to go to war. Trust me on this 
one. Walk out of the White House and on to 
any street in America and try to find five 
people who are PASSIONATE about wanting 
to kill Iraqis. YOU WON’T FIND THEM! Why? 
‘Cause NO Iraqis have ever come here and 
killed any of us! No Iraqi has even threat¬ 
ened to do that. You see, this is how we 
average Americans think: If a certain so- 
and-so is not perceived as a threat to our 
lives, then, believe it or not, we don’t want 
to kill him! Funny how that works! 
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lives “ and none of them begin with I or end 
in Q. Here’s what threatens us: two and a 
half million jobs lost since you took office, 
the stock market having become a cruel 
joke, no one knowing if their retirement 
funds are going to be there, gas now costs 
almost two dollars “the list goes on and on. 
Bombing Iraq will not make any of this go 
away. Only you need to go away for things 
to improve. 

As Bill Maher said last week, how bad do 
you have to suck to lose a popularity contest 
with Saddam Hussein? The whole world is 
against you, Mr. Bush. Count your fellow 
Americans among them. 

Of the 535 members of Congress, only ONE 
(Sen. Johnson of South Dakota) has an 
enlisted son or daughter in the armed 
forces! If you really want to stand up for 
America, please send your twin daughters 
over to Kuwait right now and let them don 
their chemical warfare suits. And let’s see 
every member of Congress with a child of 


military age also sacrifice their kids for 
this war effort. What’s that you say? You 
don’t THINK so? Well, hey, guess what “we 
don’t think so either! 

Finally, we love France. Yes, they have 
pulled some royal screw-ups. Yes, some of 
them can be pretty damn annoying. But 
have you forgotten we wouldn’t even have 
this country known as America if it weren’t 
for the French? That it was their help in the 
Revolutionary War that won it for us? That 
our greatest thinkers and founding fathers “ 
Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, etc. “spent 
many years in Paris where they refined the 
concepts that lead to our Declaration of 
Independence and our Constitution? 

That it was France who gave us our Statue 
of Liberty, a Frenchman who built the 
Chevrolet, and a pair of French brothers 
who invented the movies? And now they are 
doing what only a good friend can do “ tell 
you the truth about yourself, straight, no 
b.s. Quit pissing on the French and thank 
them for getting it right for once. You know, 
you really should have traveled more (like 
once) before you took over. Your ignorance 
of the world has not only made you look 
stupid, it has painted you into a corner you 
can’t get out of. 

Well, cheer up “ there IS good news. If you 
do go through with this war, more than 
likely it will be over soon because I’m 
guessing there aren’t a lot of Iraqis willing to 
lay down their lives to protect Saddam 
Hussein. After you “win” the war, you will 
enjoy a huge bump in the popularity polls as 
everyone loves a winner “ and who doesn’t 
like to see a good ass-whoopin’ every 
now and then (especially when it ‘s some 
third world ass!). So try your best to ride 
this victory all the way to next year’s 
election. Of course, that’s still a long ways 
away, so we’ll all get to have a good 
hardy-har-har while we watch the economy 
sink even further down the toilet! 

But, hey, who knows “ maybe you’ll find 
Osama a few days before the election! See, 
start thinking like THAT! Keep hope 
alive! Kill Iraqis “ they got our oil!! 

Michael Moore 





